[The socially enriched environment in early age alters the exploratory activity and ability for learning in rats].
The effects of socially enriched environment on exploration activity in early age and avoidance learning in adult rats were studied. Rats reared in enriched environment were housed with mother and three young rats before weaning. Control rats were housed with mother only. An increase in exporation activity in the open-field test and modified plus-maze was observed in the socially reared rats. The capability for two-way avoidance conditioning was significantly improved in adult socially reared rats.